
Covenant Presbyterian Church
First Sunday of Advent ~ December 1, 2019

O come, O come, and be our God-with-us
O long-sought With-ness for a world without,

O secret seed, O hidden spring of light.
Come to us Wisdom, come unspoken Name

Come Root, and Key, and King, and holy Flame,
O quickened little wick so tightly curled,
Be folded with us into time and place,

Unfold for us the mystery of grace
And make a womb of all this wounded world.

O heart of heaven beating in the earth,
O tiny hope within our hopelessness

Come to be born, to bear us to our birth,
To touch a dying world with new-made hands

And make these rags of time our swaddling bands.
       --Malcolm Guite, O Emmanuel  

 Prelude “Thou Who Wast Rich beyond All Splendor” (T230)

 Pastor’s Welcome 
 The First Advent Candle of Hope

“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us
to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright,
and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of
the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.”                    ~Titus 2:11-13

 Prayer of  Invocation and Praise
*Call to Worship Psalm 92:1-4
*Hymn of Praise ”Angels We Have Heard on High” (T214)
*Confession of Faith (based on I Timothy 1:15; 2:5-6; 3:16; Rev 5, 22 ESV)

Leader: This saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance:
 People: That Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.

 Leader: There is one God, and there is one mediator Between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus,

 People: Who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the
proper time.

 
*For those who are able, please stand at these times.

Leader: Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness:
 People: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, 

proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.

Leader: Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain!
People: To receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory

and praise!

Leader: The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come."
 And let the one who hears say, "Come."
 And let the one who is thirsty come;
 let the one who desires take the water of life without price.
 People:  Amen!  Come, Lord Jesus!  Amen.

 Scripture Reading Genesis 38:1-30
 Hymn of Confession  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (T201, vv. 1 & 4)
 Confession of Sin

Lord God, in this season we are reminded that You became flesh and dwelt among humanity
with perfect love for God and perfect love for neighbor.  You entered into this world and the
lives of others to bring light and life.  We confess that, at times, we have neglected God and
others.  We confess that we have not entered into the lives of others in love.  We repent of
these sins and come to You in confidence, knowing Your steadfast love for us endures forever. 
In the name of Christ, we pray.  Amen.

 Assurance of Pardon I Timothy 1:15
 Pastoral Prayer
 Presentation of Tithes and Offerings Deuteronomy 8:18

“You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, 
that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day.”

 Offertory  Hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (T194)

 Prayer of Illumination Psalm 119:51

“The insolent utterly deride me, but I do not turn away from your law.”

 Sermon  Matthew 1:1-17
“The Genealogy  of Grace:  Scandal #1 ~ Tamar (and Judah)”

Rev. Cory D. Colravy

*Hymn of Response “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” (T196)

*Charge and Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
*Hymn of Benediction “Joy to the World” (T195, v1)

*Postlude
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