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Third Sunday of Advent 

December 15, 2019

Prelude “How Great Our Joy” (T215)
Pastor’s Welcome 
The Third Advent Candle of Joy

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them,
‘Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will
be for all the people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in
a manger.’  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising God and saying,“Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased!”                                                        ~ Luke 2:8-14

  Prayer of  Invocation and Praise
*Call to Worship Luke 2:11-14
*Hymn of Praise “Joy to the World” (T195)

*Confession of Faith The Incarnation, Belgic Confession #18a

Leader: Christian, what do you believe about the Incarnation?

People: We confess that God fulfilled the promise made to the early fathers and mothers by the
mouth of the holy prophets when he sent the only and eternal Son of God into the world at
the time appointed.  The Son took the "form of a slave" and was made in "human
form” truly assuming a real human nature, with all its weaknesses, except for sin; being
conceived in the womb of the blessed virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit, without
male participation. And Christ not only assumed human nature as far as the body is
concerned but also a real human soul, in order to be a real human being. For since the soul
had been lost as well as the body Christ had to assume them both to save them both
together.

 Scripture Reading Ruth 1 - 3
 Hymn of Confession ”What Child Is This?” (T213)

*For those who are able, please stand at these times

 Confession of Sin

Eternal God, Heavenly Father, the whole earth is filled with your glory!  You are Light of light and God
of gods, the only true and living God.  You have shone upon us and within us and, by your grace, we have
seen your glory, shining in the face of Jesus Christ our Lord. Yet, bathed in the light of Christ, our faith
and our life are shown to be corrupted and tarnished.  We have not loved you with our whole heart and
mind and strength; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We trust in your great mercy and your
gospel promise to forgive what we have been. We pray that you now will amend what we are and direct
what we shall be, growing us in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, your Son, that we may more and
more walk in your light, delight in You alone and in your will, and reflect the holy radiance of our Lord
and Savior through the power of the Holy Spirit to the glory of your name. Amen.

 Assurance of Pardon Hebrews 10:19-22
 Pastoral Prayer
 Presentation of Tithes and Offerings Deuteronomy 15:10-11
 Offertory Special Music ”Come Adore the Humble King” 

Praise Team
Prayer of Illumination Psalm 119:54
Sermon 

“The Genealogy  of Grace:  Scandal #3 ~ Ruth”
Rev. Cory D. Colravy

*Hymn of Response “Joy Has Dawned”

 Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from creation.
God's salvation now unfurled, hope for ev'ry nation.

Not with fanfares from above, not with scenes of glory;
But a humble gift of love ~ Jesus born of Mary.

Sounds of wonder fill the sky with the songs of angels,
As the Mighty Prince of Life shelters in a stable.

Hands that set each star in place, shaped the earth in darkness,
Cling now to a mother's breast, vuln'rable and helpless.

Shepherds bow before the Lamb, gazing at the glory;
Gifts of men from distant lands prophesy the story.

Gold ~ a King is born today.  Incense ~ God is with us.
Myrrh ~ His death will make a way and by His blood He'll win us.

Son of Adam, Son of Heav'n, given as a ransom;
Reconciling God and man, Christ, our mighty champion!
What a Savior!  What a Friend!  What a glorious myst'ry.

Once a babe in Bethlehem, now the Lord of hist'ry.

*Charge and Benediction Romans 5:1-2
*Hymn of Benediction “Good Christian Men, Rejoice!” (T207, v. 3)

*Postlude




