
THE LORD’S DAY ~ April 12, 2020

Family Worship  ~ 10:30 A.M.
Sermon Live Streaming ~ 11:00 A.M.

Welcome  toCovenant PresbyterianChurch

Preparation for Worship 

“We are more sure to arise out of our graves 
than out of our beds.”
~ Puritan Thomas Watson

In the Upper Room before Jesus’ arrest and Death, it was the Apostle known as “Doubting Thomas”
because he had the courage to ask what many others were no doubt thinking, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going.  How can we know the way?”   Because of Thomas we have that
beautiful and glorious response of Jesus, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one comes
to the Father except through me...” (John 14:5-6)  After Jesus’ bodily Resurrection from the dead
it was Thomas who just had to confirm with his own eyes and hands the bodily Resurrection of
Jesus by placing his fingers on the risen Jesus’ crucified hands and his hand on His pierced side
(John 20:24-29).  Please note:  a “wraith” is a ghost or ghost-like image of someone, especially
right before or after their death.



“St. Thomas the Apostle” from Sounding the Seasons
Malcolm Guite

“We do not know… how can we know the way?”
Courageous master of the awkward question,
You spoke the words the others dared not say

And cut through their evasion and abstraction.
Oh doubting Thomas, father of my faith,
You put your finger on the nub of things

We cannot love some disembodied wraith,
But flesh and blood must be our king of kings.

Your teaching is to touch, embrace, anoint,
Feel after Him and find Him in the flesh.

Because He loved your awkward counter-point
The Word has heard and granted you your wish.
Oh place my hands with yours, help me divine

The wounded God whose wounds are healing mine.

Prelude Medley “Man of Sorrows”
“This Is Amazing Grace”

Pastor’s Welcome
Prayer of Invocation and Praise

Almighty God and Father, through your only begotten Son Jesus Christ You have
overcome death, and opened up to us the gate of everlasting life; we earnestly ask
You, that by your special grace that is at work in us, You put into our minds good
and holy desires, so that by your continual help we are empowered to bring these
same good desires to fruition in our lives.

We now come, desiring to worship You, O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and
we seek your special empowering grace once again by the Spirit that we might be
filled with good and holy desires in our hearts as we worship You today and always
and that our worship on this Easter Sunday would overflow into our daily lives to
the glory of your Son, Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, now and forever.  Amen.

Responsive Call to Worship

Leader: He is Risen!
People: He is risen!

Leader: He is risen!
People: He is risen, indeed!

Leader: He is risen!
People: He is risen, indeed!  Hallelujah!

Hymn of Praise “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”



Confession  of Faith The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Hymn of Confession “The Power of the Cross”
Confession of Sin “Crucifixion and Resurrection”

from The Valley of Vision

O LORD, I marvel that You should become incarnate, be crucified, dead, and buried.  
The tomb calls forth my adoring wonder, for it is empty and You are risen; the four-fold

gospel attests it, the living witnesses prove it, my heart's experience knows it.
Give me to die with You that I may rise to new life, for I wish to be as dead and buried to

sin, to selfishness, to the world; that I might not hear the voice of the charmer, and
might be delivered from his lusts.

O Lord, there is much ill about me ~ crucify it, much flesh within me ~ mortify it. 
Purge me from selfishness, the fear of man, the love of approbation, the shame of being

thought old-fashioned, the desire to be cultivated or modern.  Let me reckon my old life
dead because of crucifixion, and never feed it as a living thing.

Grant me to stand with my dying Saviour, to be content to be rejected, to be willing to take
up unpopular truths, and to hold fast despised teachings until death.  Help me to be
resolute and Christ-contained.  Never let me wander from the path of obedience to
Your will.   

Strengthen me for the battles ahead.  Give me courage for all the trials, and grace for all
the joys.  Help me to be a holy, happy person, free from every wrong desire, from
everything contrary to thy mind.

Grant me more and more of the resurrection life:  may it rule me, may I walk in its power,
and be strengthened through its influence.  In Jesus' name.  Amen.

 Assurance of Pardon I Peter 2:24-25

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.  For you were straying like sheep, but
have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.”



Scripture Reading I Corinthians 15 

The Resurrection of Christ
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received,
in which you stand,   and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I
preached to you—unless you believed in vain.  For I delivered to you as of first importance
what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,  that
he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,  and
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  Then he appeared to more than five
hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 
Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  Last of all, as to one untimely born, he
appeared also to me.  For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle,
because I persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his
grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them,
though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.  Whether then it was I or they,
so we preach and so you believed.

The Resurrection of the Dead
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there
is no resurrection of the dead?  But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even
Christ has been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and
your faith is in vain.  We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified
about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not
raised.  For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised.  And if Christ has
not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.  

Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  If in Christ we have hope
in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.  But in fact Christ has been raised
from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For as by a man came death,
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in
Christ shall all be made alive.  But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his
coming those who belong to Christ.  Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom
to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power.  For he must
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  The last enemy to be destroyed is
death.  For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all
things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection
under him. When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be
subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 
Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the dead? If the dead are
not raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf?  Why are we in danger every
hour?  I protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die
every day!  What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the
dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.”  Do not be deceived: “Bad
company ruins good morals.” Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not
go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame.

The Resurrection Body
But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” 
You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.  And what you sow
is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 
But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.  For not
all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another for
birds, and another for fish.  There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of
the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another.  There is one glory
of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs
from star in glory.  So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable;
what is raised is imperishable.  It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness;  it is raised in power.    It is sown a natural body;  it is raised a spiritual body. 
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If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  Thus it is written, “The first man
Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.  But it is not the
spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual.  The first man was from the
earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven.  As was the man of dust, so also are
those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 
Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the
man of heaven.

Mystery and Victory
I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the
perishable inherit the imperishable.  Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but
we shall all be changed,  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For
the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 
For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on
immortality.  When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:

“Death is swallowed up in victory.”
 “O death, where is your victory?
   O death, where is your sting?”

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, who gives
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.   Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor
is not in vain.

Pastoral Prayer 
Offertory Hymn “Is He Worthy?”
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings Philippians 3:7-11

“But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  Indeed, I count
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may
gain Christ  and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from
the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that
depends on faith—that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  that by any means possible I may attain the
resurrection from the dead.”

During this time, we need your help.  Much of our church’s giving is done through physical
checks and cash gifts that are placed in the offering each Sunday.  Please consider mailing your
gift, or take the opportunity to give online through the church website, app or by text.  The Lord
has blessed our church through faithful givers during difficult times, and He will see us through
this time as well.

For Smart Phone Giving, text amount to  850-907-7448   OR

 



Prayer of Illumination Ephesians 1:15-23
 

“For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward
all the saints,  I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,  that
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and
of revelation in the knowledge of him,  having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance in the saints,  and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us
who believe, according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when
he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,  far
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  And he put all things under his
feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,  which is his body, the fullness of
him who fills all in all.

Sermon Matthew 27:62-28:20

Pastor Cory D. Colravy

 
Hymn of Response “Christ Our Hope in Life and Death”
Charge and Benediction II Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.”

Hymn of Benediction “Up from the Grave He Arose”


