
THE LORD’S DAY ~ April 26, 2020
 

 Family Worship  ~ 10:30 A.M.
Sermon Live Streaming ~ 11:00 A.M.

Prelude “All I Have Is Christ
Pastor’s Welcome 
Prayer of  Invocation and Praise
Call to Worship Psalm 48:1

“Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised
in the city of our God!  His holy mountain.”

Hymn of Praise “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
Affirmation of Faith Belgic Confession, Question 29A

Leader: Christian, what do you believe about the marks of the true church?

People:  We believe that we ought to discern diligently and very carefully, by the Word of God, what is the
true church—for all sects in the world today claim for themselves the name of "the church."

We are not speaking here of the company of hypocrites who are mixed among the good in the
church and who nonetheless are not part of it, even though they are physically there. But we are
speaking of distinguishing the body and fellowship of the true church from all sects that call
themselves "the church."

The true church can be recognized if it has the following marks: The church engages in the pure
preaching of the gospel; it makes use of the pure administration of the sacraments as Christ
instituted them; it practices church discipline for correcting faults.

In short, it governs itself according to the pure Word of God, rejecting all things contrary to it and
holding Jesus Christ as the only Head. By these marks one can be assured of recognizing the true
church—and no one ought to be separated from it.



Hymn of Confession “Psalm 91 (On Eagle’s Wings)”
Confession of Sin

Merciful God and Father in heaven, you are faithful and just; you are willing to forgive our sins and to
purify us from all unrighteousness.  Before you and our sisters and brothers, we confess that we have
spoken many empty words and have at times broken even our most sacred vows. Our sins are an affront
to you;  they are a disgrace before the watching world, and they have caused us unspeakable pain.
Through our Lord Jesus may we begin each day with the joy of knowing we belong to you, with the
freedom of being purified by your blood, and with the healing which your grace alone can bring.  We
pray in the name of our blessed Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Assurance of Pardon Hebrews 1:3

“[Jesus Christ] is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. 

After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”

Scripture Reading John 2

The Wedding at Cana
2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also was
invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have
no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.”
5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty
gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he
said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master
of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who
had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves
the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine
until now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his
disciples believed in him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers and his disciples, and they stayed
there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found those
who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15 And making a whip
of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the
money-changers and overturned their tables. 16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things
away; do not make my Father's house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal
for your house will consume me.”

18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus answered them,
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years
to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his
body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and
they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.



Scan for
General Fund

Scan for
Designated Fund

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs
that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 25
and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.

Offertory Hymn “How Great Is Our God
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings Matthew 6:1

“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, 
for then you will have no reward from your father in Heaven.”

For ease in your faithful stewardship, you can give online by scanning below or by using the church website, app or
by text.  You also can  mail your tithes and offerings to 2350 Frankford Avenue, Panama City, FL 32405.

For Smart Phone Giving, text amount to  850-907-7448   OR

 

 

Prayer of Illumination Psalm 119:79

“Let those who fear you turn to me, that they may know your testimonies.”

Sermon Esther 2:1-18

“Beauty and the Beast”
God Restores Sermon Series

Rev. Cory D. Colravy



Esther Chosen Queen
2 After these things, when the anger of King Ahasuerus had abated, he remembered Vashti and what
she had done and what had been decreed against her. 2 Then the king's young men who attended him
said, “Let beautiful young virgins be sought out for the king. 3 And let the king appoint officers in all
the provinces of his kingdom to gather all the beautiful young virgins to the harem in Susa the citadel,
under custody of Hegai, the king's eunuch, who is in charge of the women. Let their cosmetics be given
them. 4 And let the young woman who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.” This pleased the
king, and he did so.

5 Now there was a Jew in Susa the citadel whose name was Mordecai, the son of Jair, son of Shimei, son
of Kish, a Benjaminite, 6 who had been carried away from Jerusalem among the captives carried away
with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried away. 7 He was bringing
up Hadassah, that is Esther, the daughter of his uncle, for she had neither father nor mother. The young
woman had a beautiful figure and was lovely to look at, and when her father and her mother died,
Mordecai took her as his own daughter. 8 So when the king's order and his edict were proclaimed, and
when many young women were gathered in Susa the citadel in custody of Hegai, Esther also was taken
into the king's palace and put in custody of Hegai, who had charge of the women. 9 And the young
woman pleased him and won his favor. And he quickly provided her with her cosmetics and her portion
of food, and with seven chosen young women from the king's palace, and advanced her and her young
women to the best place in the harem. 10 Esther had not made known her people or kindred, for
Mordecai had commanded her not to make it known. 11 And every day Mordecai walked in front of the
court of the harem to learn how Esther was and what was happening to her.

12 Now when the turn came for each young woman to go in to King Ahasuerus, after being twelve
months under the regulations for the women, since this was the regular period of their beautifying, six
months with oil of myrrh and six months with spices and ointments for women— 13 when the young
woman went in to the king in this way, she was given whatever she desired to take with her from the
harem to the king's palace. 14 In the evening she would go in, and in the morning she would return to
the second harem in custody of Shaashgaz, the king's eunuch, who was in charge of the concubines. She
would not go in to the king again, unless the king delighted in her and she was summoned by name.

15 When the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as
his own daughter, to go in to the king, she asked for nothing except what Hegai the king's eunuch, who
had charge of the women, advised. Now Esther was winning favor in the eyes of all who saw her. 16 And
when Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in the tenth month, which is the month
of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign, 17 the king loved Esther more than all the women, and she
won grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins, so that he set the royal crown on her head and
made her queen instead of Vashti. 18 Then the king gave a great feast for all his officials and servants;
it was Esther's feast. He also granted a remission of taxes to the provinces and gave gifts with royal
generosity.

Hymn of Response “             ”
Benediction Titus 3:15c

“Grace be with you all.”
Hymn of Benediction “The Gloria Patri”


