
THE LORD’S DAY ~May 24, 2020

Ascension Sunday

Worship Live Streaming ~ 10:30 A.M.

The Ascension

"He took us with him to the heart of things"
We saw his light break through the cloud of glory

Whilst we were rooted still in time and place
As earth became a part of Heaven's story
And heaven opened to his human face.

We saw him go and yet we were not parted
He took us with him to the heart of things

The heart that broke for all the broken-hearted
Is whole and Heaven-centered now, and sings,
Sings in the strength that rises out of weakness,

Sings through the clouds that veil him from our sight,
Whilst we our selves become his clouds of witness

And sing the waning darkness into light,
His light in us, and ours in him concealed,
Which all creation waits to see revealed.

~ Malcolm Guite, Sounding the Seasons

Prelude “Rejoice in All Your Works (Psalm 104)”
Pastor’s Welcome 
Prayer of  Invocation and Praise
Call to Worship Isaiah 40:9

“Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Behold your God!’ “

Hymn of Praise “Crown Him with Many Crowns”
Affirmation of Faith Heidelberg Catechism, Questions 46 - 49

Leader: What do you mean by saying: "He ascended into heaven"?
People: That Christ, while his disciples watched, was lifted up from the earth into heaven  and will be there for our good until he comes again

to judge the living and the dead.



Leader: But isn't Christ with us until the end of the world as He promised us?
People: Christ is true man and true God. In his human nature Christ is not now on earth; but in his divinity, majesty, grace, and Spirit he is

not absent from us for a moment. 

Leader: If His humanity is not present wherever His divinity is then aren't the two natures of Christ separated from each other?
People: Certainly not. Since divinity is not limited and is present everywhere, it is evident that Christ's divinity is surely beyond the bounds of

the humanity he has taken on, but at the same time his divinity is in and remains personally united to his humanity.

Leader: How does Christ's ascension into heaven benefit us?
People: First, he pleads our cause in heaven in the presence of his Father. Second, we have our own flesh in heaven ~ a guarantee that Christ

our head will take us, his members, to himself in heaven. Third, he sends his Spirit to us on earth as a further guarantee. By the Spirit's

power we make the goal of our lives, not earthly things, but the things above where Christ is sitting at God's right hand.

Hymn of Confession “O Help My Unbelief”
Confession of Sin   #90

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, we are your covenant people-one church, drawn from all nations. Our citizenship is in heaven. Yet we confess,
O Lord, that we sometimes lose sight of your kingdom and its ways. We confess that we sometimes live more as citizens of our own land than
as citizens of your kingdom. By your truth you call all peoples to account. Forgive us for losing our distinctiveness. Focus us on the cross and
on the salvation you give through him who is the Judge of us all, Jesus, the bodily risen and ascended Christ, King of kings and Lord of lords,

our Prophet, Priest and King, our Savior, Brother and Friend in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon Colossians 2:13-14

“And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 

God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 
by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. 

This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.”

Scripture Reading John 5:18-46

Offertory Hymn “Alleluia, Sing to Jesus”
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings Romans 12:1

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”

Prayer of Illumination Psalm 119:84-85

“How long must your servant endure?  When will you judge those who persecute me?
The insolent have dug pitfalls for me; they do not live according to your law.”

Sermon Esther 6:1-14
“You’re So Vain”

God Restores Sermon Series
Rev. Cory D. Colravy

Hymn of Response “In Christ Alone”
Benediction II Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and  the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

Hymn of Benediction “He Is Exalted”


