
THE LORD’S DAY ~May 3, 2020
 

 Family Worship  ~ 10:30 A.M.
Sermon Live Streaming ~ 11:00 A.M.

Prelude “Indescribable”
Pastor’s Welcome 
Prayer of  Invocation and Praise
Call to Worship Psalm 98:1

“Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!  
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.”

Hymn of Praise “How Great Thou Art”
Affirmation of Faith Belgic Confession, Question 29B

Leader: Christian, what do you believe about the marks of the true church?

People:  We believe that we ought to discern diligently and very carefully, by the Word of God, what is the
true church—for all sects in the world today claim for themselves the name of "the church."

As for those who can belong to the church, we can recognize them by the distinguishing marks of
Christians: namely by faith, and by their fleeing from sin and pursuing righteousness, once they have
received the one and only Savior, Jesus Christ. They love the true God and their neighbors, without
turning to the right or left, and they crucify the flesh and its works.

Though great weakness remains in them, they fight against it by the Spirit all the days of their lives,
appealing constantly to the blood, suffering, death, and obedience of the Lord Jesus, in whom they
have forgiveness of their sins, through faith in him. 

As for the false church, it assigns more authority to itself and its ordinances than to the Word of
God; it does not want to subject itself to the yoke of Christ; it does not administer the sacraments
as Christ commanded in his Word; it rather adds to them or subtracts from them as it pleases; it
bases itself on humans, more than on Jesus Christ; it persecutes those who live holy lives according
to the Word of God and who rebuke it for its faults, greed, and idolatry.

These two churches are easy to recognize and thus to distinguish from each other.



Hymn of Confession “Blessings”
Confession of Sin “Choices” from “The Valley of Vision”

Heavenly Father, though I am allowed to approach You I am not unmindful of my sins, I do not deny my guilt,
I confess my wickedness, and earnestly plead forgiveness.

May I with Moses choose affliction rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin.  Help me to place myself always
under Your guiding and guardian care, to take firmer hold on the Gospel that binds me to You to feel more
of the purifying, dignifying, softening influence of the religion I profess, to have more compassion, love, pity,
courtesy, to deem it an honor to be employed by You as an instrument in Your hands, ready to seize every 
opportunity of usefulness, and willing to offer all my talents to Your service.

You have done for me all things well, have remembered, saved, indulged me.  All my desires have not been
gratified, but Your love denied them to me when fulfillment of my wishes would have proved my ruin or injury. 
My trials have been fewer than my sins, and when I have repented and kissed the rod it has fallen from Your
hands.

You have often wiped away my tears, restored peace to my mourning heart, disciplined me for my profit.  All
Your work for me is perfect, and I praise You and love You.  In Jesus' name.  Amen.

Assurance of Pardon Psalm 130:3-4

“If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?  
But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.”

Scripture Reading John 3

You Must Be Born Again
3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can
do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you,
unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man
be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and
you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone
who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of
Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we
know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told
you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one
has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes
in him may have eternal life.
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For God So Loved the World
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only
Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things
hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does
what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in
God.”

John the Baptist Exalts Christ
22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he remained there with them
and was baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there,
and people were coming and being baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put in prison).

25 Now a discussion arose between some of John's disciples and a Jew over purification. 26 And they
came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore
witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” 27 John answered, “A person cannot receive
even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am
not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The
friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice.
Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.”

31 He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks in
an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He bears witness to what he has seen and
heard, yet no one receives his testimony. 33 Whoever receives his testimony sets his sea l to this, that
God is true. 34 For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without
measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. 36 Whoever believes in
the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains
on him.

Offertory Hymn “Psalm 34 (O Taste and See)”
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings I Chronicles 29:12

“Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, 
and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.”

For ease in your faithful stewardship, you can give online by scanning below or by using the church website, app or
by text.  You also can  mail your tithes and offerings to 2350 Frankford Avenue, Panama City, FL 32405.

For Smart Phone Giving, text amount to  850-907-7448   OR

 



Prayer of Illumination Psalm 119:80

“May my heart be blameless in your statutes,
that I may not be put to shame!”

Sermon Esther 2:19-3:15

“The Tale of Two Seeds”
God Restores Sermon Series

Rev. Cory D. Colravy

Mordecai Discovers a Plot
19 Now when the virgins were gathered together the second time, Mordecai was sitting at the king's
gate. 20 Esther had not made known her kindred or her people, as Mordecai had commanded her, for
Esther obeyed Mordecai just as when she was brought up by him. 21 In those days, as Mordecai was
sitting at the king's gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who guarded the threshold,
became angry and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 22 And this came to the knowledge of
Mordecai, and he told it to Queen Esther, and Esther told the king in the name of Mordecai. 23 When
the affair was investigated and found to be so, the men were both hanged on the gallows. And it was
recorded in the book of the chronicles in the presence of the king.

Haman Plots Against the Jews
3 After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, and
advanced him and set his throne above all the officials who were with him. 2 And all the king's servants
who were at the king's gate bowed down and paid homage to Haman, for the king had so commanded
concerning him. But Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage. 3 Then the king's servants who were
at the king's gate said to Mordecai, “Why do you transgress the king's command?” 4 And when they
spoke to him day after day and he would not listen to them, they told Haman, in order to see whether
Mordecai's words would stand, for he had told them that he was a Jew. 5 And when Haman saw that
Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage to him, Haman was filled with fury. 6 But he disdained to
lay hands on Mordecai alone. So, as they had made known to him the people of Mordecai, Haman
sought to destroy all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.



7 In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur
(that is, they cast lots) before Haman day after day; and they cast it month after month till the twelfth
month, which is the month of Adar. 8 Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people
scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom. Their laws are
different from those of every other people, and they do not keep the king's laws, so that it is not to the
king's profit to tolerate them. 9 If it please the king, let it be decreed that they be destroyed, and I will
pay 10,000 talents of silver into the hands of those who have charge of the king's business, that they
may put it into the king's treasuries.” 10 So the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to
Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews. 11 And the king said to Haman,
“The money is given to you, the people also, to do with them as it seems good to you.”

12 Then the king's scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of the first month, and an edict,
according to all that Haman commanded, was written to the king's satraps and to the governors over all
the provinces and to the officials of all the peoples, to every province in its own script and every people
in its own language. It was written in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed with the king's signet ring.
13 Letters were sent by couriers to all the king's provinces with instruction to destroy, to kill, and to
annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month, which is the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods. 14 A copy of the document was to be
issued as a decree in every province by proclamation to all the peoples to be ready for that day. 15 The
couriers went out hurriedly by order of the king, and the decree was issued in Susa the citadel. And the
king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was thrown into confusion.

Hymn of Response “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
Benediction Hebrews 13:20-23

“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 

equip you with everything good that you may do his will, 
working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 

to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.”

Hymn of Benediction “The Doxology”


