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THE LORD’S DAY ~ May 31, 2020

Pentecost Sunday 

 A Pentecost Sonnet

Today we feel the wind beneath our wings.  Today  the hidden fountain flows and plays.

Today the church draws breath at last and sings as every flame becomes a Tongue of praise.

This is the feast of fire, air, and water poured out and breathed and kindled into earth.

The earth herself awakens to her maker and is translated out of death to birth.

The right words come today in their right order and every word spells freedom and release.

Today the gospel crosses every border.  All tongues are loosened by the Prince of Peace.

Today the lost are found in His translation whose mother-tongue is Love, in every nation.

     ~ Malcolm Guite, Sounding the Seasons

 
  Prelude “We Gather Together” (T363)

  Pastor’s Welcome 
  Prayer of  Invocation and Praise
*Call to Worship Psalm 95:1-3
*Hymn of Praise “Come, Thou Almighty King” (T101)

*Affirmation of Faith Heidelberg Catechism, Question 53

Leader: What do you believe concerning "The Holy Spirit"?

People: First, he, as well as the Father and the Son, is eternal God.  Second, he has

been given to me personally, so that, by true faith, he makes me share in

Christ and all his blessings, comforts me, and remains with me forever.

*Hymn of Confession “Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God”

Holy Spirit, living Breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul.

Bring the presence of the risen Lord to renew my heart and make me whole.

Cause Your Word to come alive in me; give me faith for what I cannot see;

Give me passion for Your purity.  Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.

Holy Spirit, come abide within; may Your joy be seen in all I do ~

Love enough to cover ev'ry sin in each thought and deed and attitude,

Kindness to the greatest and the least, gentleness that sows the path of peace.

Turn my striving into works of grace.  Breath of God, show Christ in all I do. 

Holy Spirit, from creation's birth, giving life to all that God has made,

Show Your power once again on earth; cause Your church to hunger for Your ways.

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise.  Lead us on the road of sacrifice,

That in unity the face of Christ will be clear for all the world to see.

*For those who are able, please stand at these times.

 Confession of Sin 

Generous God, Heavenly Father,You send us the Spirit of courage, but we have been afraid.  You send

us the Spirit of truth, but we cling to our illusions. You send us the Spirit of forgiveness but we cannot

let go of our hurts.  Holy Spirit of revival, come to us again:  awaken our hearts, set our souls on fire

with your love: send us out into the world rejoicing and trusting in your power.  We hold out to you all

of our guilt and sin, and we ask for your forgiveness and help to live the  way of your justice and love.  In

Jesus' name, Amen.

 Assurance of Pardon Micah 7:18-19
 Scripture Reading Acts 2
 Covenant Baptism Emma Grace Parker

Grant Edward Parker
 Hymn of Praise “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (T32, v.1)

 Pastoral Prayer
 Presentation of Tithes and Offerings Proverbs 22:2
 Offertory Hymn “Lord, Speak to Me” (T560)

 Prayer of Illumination Psalm 119:86-87
 Sermon Esther 7

“What Goes Up Must Come Down”
Rev. Cory D. Colravy

*Hymn of Response “By Faith”

By faith we see the hand of God; in the light of creation's grand design,

In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness;  who walk by faith and not by sight.

By faith our fathers roamed the earth, with the power of His promise in their hearts,

Of a Holy City built by God's own hand: a place where peace and justice reign.

We will stand as children of the promise;  We will fix our eyes on Him, our soul's reward. 

Till the race is finished and the work is done; we'll walk by faith and not by sight.

By faith the prophets saw a day when the longed for Messiah would appear,

With the power to break the chains of sin and death and rise triumphant from the grave.

By faith the church was called to go; in the power of the Spirit to the lost;

To deliver captives and to preach good news, in every corner of the earth.

By faith this mountain shall be moved and the power of the gospel shall prevail;

For we know in Christ all things are possible for all who call upon His name.

*Benediction II Corinthians 13:14
*Hymn of Benediction “Spirit of the Living God” (T726)

*Postlude


