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  Prelude “Gently, Gently (Psalm 6)”

Gently, Gently lay Your rod on my sinful heart, O God;
Stay Your wrath, in mercy, stay, or I sink before its sway.

Heal me, for my flesh is weak; heal me, for Your grace I seek.
This my only plea I make, Heal me for Your mercy's sake.

My soul is in great distress. Send, O send Your promised rest;
Lord I cry how long, how long?  My great need has been my song.

Look, O Lord, with gracious eye, turn and take my guilty life;
By Your grace from Heav'n above, save me in Your steadfast love.

Who within the silent grave will recall or give You praise?
Lord, my trembling soul now give words of grace and I will live.

I am weary from the years of the darkness filled with tears.
Oh, my sight, because of grief, wastes away and now is weak.

So depart from me, away!  Men of evil, be ashamed!
For the Lord has heard my cry, as my prayer ascends on high.

Lo!  He comes!  He heeds my plea.  Lo!  He comes!  The shadows flee!
Glory round me dawns once more; rise my spirit and adore! 

       
  Pastor’s Welcome 
  Prayer of  Invocation and Praise
*Call to Worship Psalm 135:1-4
*Hymn of Praise “Cornerstone”

My hope is built on nothing less, than Jesus' blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly trust in Jesus' Name.
His oath His covenant His blood support me in the whelming flood.
When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay.

Christ alone.  Cornerstone.  Weak made strong in the Savior's love.
Through the storm, He is Lord, Lord of all.

When darkness seems to hide His face, I rest on His unchanging grace.
In every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil.  My anchor holds within the veil.

When He shall come with trumpet sound, oh may I then in Him be found.
Dressed in His righteousness alone.  Faultless stand before the throne.

*Confession of Faith Belgic Confession, Article 34B

Leader: Christian, what do you believe about the sacrament of baptism?
People: We believe that Christ has commanded that all those who belong to him be baptized with pure

water "in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."  This does not happen
by the physical water but by the sprinkling of the precious blood of the Son of God, who is our
Red Sea, through which we must pass to escape the tyranny of Pharaoh, who is the devil, and
to enter the spiritual land of Canaan.

So ministers, as far as their work is concerned, give us the sacrament and what is visible, but
our Lord gives what the sacrament signifies—namely the invisible gifts and graces; washing,
purifying, and cleansing our souls of all filth and unrighteousness; renewing our hearts and
filling them with all comfort; giving us true assurance of his fatherly goodness; clothing us with
the "new self" and stripping off the "old self with its practices."

For this reason we believe that anyone who aspires to reach eternal life ought to be baptized
only once without ever repeating it—for we cannot be born twice. Yet this baptism is profitable
not only when the water is on us and when we receive it but throughout our entire lives.

 Hymn of Confession “Just As I Am” (Words: T501, vv. 1&2)

Chorus: I come broken to be mended.  I come wounded to be healed.
I come desp’rate to be rescued. I come empty to be filled.

I come guilty to be pardoned by the blood of Christ, the Lamb.
And I’m welcomed with open arms, praise God, just as I am.

Verse 3:  Just as I am I would be lost, but mercy and grace my freedom bought.
And now to glory in Your cross, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

 Confession of Sin

Most merciful God whose Son, Jesus Christ, was tempted in every way, yet was without sin, we confess
before you our own sinfulness; we have hungered after that which does not satisfy; we have compromised
with evil; we have doubted your power to protect us. Forgive our lack of faith; have mercy on our
weakness. Restore in us such trust and love that we may walk in your ways and delight in doing your will.
Amen.

 Assurance of Pardon Mark 10:45
 Scripture Reading John 8:31-59
 Pastoral Prayer
 Presentation of Tithes and Offerings Matthew 6:31-33
 Offertory Hymn “He Will Hold Me Fast"

When I fear my faith will fail.  Christ will hold me fast;
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast.
I could never keep my hold through life's fearful path;

For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast.

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast;
For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast.

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast;
Precious in his holy sight, He will hold me fast.

He'll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last;
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast.

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast;
Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast.

Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast.
‘Till our faith is turned to sight, when He comes at last!

 
 Prayer of Illumination Psalm 119:98
 Sermon Matthew 4:17

“The Greatest Story Ever Told”
Mr. James L. Thompson, III

*Hymn of Response “Seek Ye First” (C713)

*Benediction Jude 24-25
*Hymn of Benediction “He Is Lord” (C34)

*Postlude

*For those who are able, please stand at these times.




