
THE LORD’S DAY ~ July 5, 2020
MORNING WORSHIP 10:30 A.M.

“The great, vital and conservative element in our
[American] system is the belief of our people
 in the pure doctrines and the divine truths

 of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
~ U. S. Congress, 1854

 
  Prelude “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” (C807)
  Pastor’s Welcome 
  Prayer of  Invocation and Praise
*Call to Worship Psalm 33:12
*Hymn of Adoration “Psalm 85” (Tune: Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken)

In times past, LORD, you showed favor to your own beloved land;
The prosperity of Jacob You restored by your strong hand.

You forgave your people's trespass; You were pleased their sins to hide.
You withdrew all your displeasure; from your wrath you turned aside.

God our Savior, now restore us; from us turn away your rage.
Will your anger burn against us?  Will it last from age to age?

Will you not again revive us, that we may rejoice in you?
Show us, LORD, your cov’nant mercy; your salvation grant anew.

I will hear what God the LORD says: to his saints he offers peace;
But his people must not wander and return to foolishness.
Surely for all those who fear him His salvation is at hand,
So that once again his glory may be seen within our land.

Love and truth have met together; righteousness and peace embrace.
Righteousness looks down from heaven; from the earth springs faithfulness.

What is good the LORD will give us, and our land its fruit will bear.
Righteousness will go before him and his royal way prepare.

*Confession of Faith Belgic Confession, Article 36 (1)

Leader: Christian, what do you believe about the civil government?

People: We believe that because of the [sinful] depravity of the human race, our good God has ordained
kings, princes, and civil officers.  God wants the world to be governed by laws and policies so
that human lawlessness may be restrained and that everything may be conducted in good order
among human beings. For that purpose God has placed the sword in the hands of the
government, to punish evil people and protect the good.  And being called in this manner to
contribute to the advancement of a society that is pleasing to God, the civil rulers have the task,
subject to God’s law, of removing every obstacle to the preaching of the gospel and to every
aspect of divine worship.  They should do this while completely refraining from every tendency
toward exercising absolute authority, and while functioning in the sphere entrusted to them, with
the means belonging to them.  They should do it in order that the Word of God may have free
course; the kingdom of Jesus Christ may make progress; and every anti-Christian power may be
resisted.

Moreover everyone, regardless of status, condition, or rank, must be subject to the government,
and pay taxes, and hold its representatives in honor and respect, and obey them in all things that
are not in conflict with God's Word, praying for them that the Lord may be willing to lead them
in all their ways and that we may live a peaceful and quiet life in all godliness and decency.  And
on this matter we reject the separatists (2), anarchists, and in general all those who want to reject
the authorities and civil officers and to subvert justice by introducing common ownership of
goods and corrupting the moral order that God has established among human beings.

 Scripture Reading John 7:1-24
 Hymn of Confession “Heal Our Land” (C800)
 Confession of Sin National Confession of Sin

 
Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask Your forgiveness and to seek Your direction and

guidance.  We know Your Word says, “Woe to those who call evil good,” but that is exactly what
we have done.  We have lost our spiritual equilibrium and inverted our values.  We confess that we
have ridiculed the absolute truth of Your Word in the name of moral pluralism.

We have worshipped other gods and called it “multi-culturalism.”
We have endorsed perversion and called it an “alternative lifestyle.”
We have neglected the needy and called it “self-preservation.”
In the name of “choice” we have killed our unborn.
We have neglected to discipline our children and called it “building esteem.”
We have abused power and called it “political savvy.”
We’ve coveted our neighbors’ possessions and called it “taxes.”
We’ve polluted the air with profanity and pornography and called it “freedom of expression.”
We’ve ridiculed the time-honored values of our forefathers and called it “enlightenment.”
Search us, O God, and know our hearts today.  Try us, and show us if there be any wicked way in us. 

Cleanse us from every sin, and set us free.  Guide and bless our nation’s leaders who have been
ordained by You to govern this great country.  Grant them Your wisdom to rule, and may their
decisions direct us to the center of Your will.

We ask it in the name of your Son, the living Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

 Assurance of Pardon  II Chronicles 7:14
 Pastoral Prayer
 Presentation of Tithes and Offerings Proverbs 3:9-10
 Offertory  Hymn “America, the Beautiful” (C799)
 Prayer of Illumination Psalm 119:94
 Sermon Ezra 7:1-10

“An Old Testament Reformation!”
Rev. Cory D. Colravy

*Hymn of Response “How Firm a Foundation” (T94)

*Charge and Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
*Hymn of Benediction “The Gloria Patri” (T735)
*Postlude

(1) The American revision adapted in 1958 by the Synod of the CRCNA (Christian Reformed Church in North 
     America) is italicized.
(2) Literally “Anabaptist,” who radically “separated” from the world and adopted nonconformity through such   
   things as plain dress and the doctrine of pacifism.

*For those who are able, please stand at these times.


